?5o                         RGVEDIC INDIA.                      [CHAP.
Manu says that many Aryans, in very degraded conditions,
were driven out of Sapta-Sindhu and lived on the mountains
of the Western frontier under the name of Dasyus^ speaking
either the Aryan language, or its corrupted forms which were
known as Mleccha.1
All these evidences go to prove that the Aryan savages
and nomads were driven out of Sapta-Sindhu in ancient times,
and they dispersed mainly towards the west, driving before
them the primitive Aryan and Mongolian savages in the later
palaeolithic stage of development, who had been in occupation
of the land.
After the expulsion of the Dasyus from Sapta-Sindhu, the
Panis, or the Vaniks, and the Iranian branch of the Aryans,
who did not subscribe to the tenets of the orthodox Aryan
faith, were compelled to leave Sapta-Sindhu. The Panis
probably left first, and the Iranians afterwards. The Panis,
as we have already seen, were opposed to the worship of
India, having been the votaries of Vala, and to the perform-
ance of the Soma sacrifice, or for the matter of that, of any
sacrifice. As they were also cattle-raiders, swindlers, and
usurers who <{ counted the days for computing interestn
(Rv* vlii. 66, 10), and oppressed the people by their greed
and avarice, cruel speech and rough manners, the Aryan
sacrifices and worshippers of Indra began to persecute and
harass them so persistently that a majority were compelled
to leave the shores of Sapta-Sindhu either in their merchant-
ships for Southern India and Mesopotamia, or by the overland
route across the mountains for the countries of Western Asia,
Some of them must have lat\ded in the Malabar and Coro-
mondal coasts, or such coasts as then existed in the Southern
Continent, while others settled in Mesopotamia near the
moutt* of the Euphrates and the Tigris, and civilised the
original inhabitants of the countries, who were in an extremely
savage condition. They kept up their trade and mutual
Samkita, Oiap. x, 45.